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Fellowship Programme
 Balanced Exchange through PAIRING

ASEM-DUO

History 
	 Extension of ASEM-DUO 

	 2000.10	� Proposed the ASEM-DUO Fellowship by Korea, France 
and Singapore, ASEM3, Seoul, Korea

	 2004.10	� The 2nd phase(2006~2010) extended, ASEM5, Hanoi, Vietnam 

	 2010.10	� The 3rd phase(2011~2015) extended, ASEM8, Brussels, Belgium

	 2014.10	� The 4th phase(2016~2020) extended, ASEM10, Milan, Italy

	 ASEM-DUO Expert Meeting

	 2001.04  	 The 1st ASEM-DUO Expert Meeting, Seoul, Korea

	 2003.11  	 The 2nd ASEM-DUO Expert Meeting, Seoul, Korea

	 2006.05  	 The 3rd ASEM-DUO Expert Meeting, Paris, France

	 2008.06  	 The 4th ASEM-DUO Expert Meeting, Bangkok, Thailand

	 2009.05  	 The 5th ASEM-DUO Expert Meeting, Hanoi, Vietnam

	 2011.01  	� The 6th ASEM-DUO Expert Meeting, Copenhagen, Denmark

	 2012.03  	 The 7th ASEM-DUO Expert Meeting, Bangkok, Thailand

	 2014.04  	 The 8th ASEM-DUO Expert Meeting, Hangzhou, China

	 2015.04  	 The 9th ASEM-DUO Expert Meeting, Riga, Latvia

	 2016.11  	 The 10th ASEM-DUO Expert Meeting, Seoul, Korea

	 ASEM-DUO Alumni Meeting

	 2005.10  	 The 1st ASEM-DUO Fellows Alumni Meeting, Seoul, Korea 

	 2012.11  	� The 2nd ASEM-DUO Fellows Alumni Meeting, Seoul, Korea 

	 2016.10  	� The 3rd ASEM-DUO Fellows Alumni Meeting, Seoul, Korea 
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The Secretariat for ASEM-DUO Fellowship Programme 

Contact Information
●	 Address 	 KPO Box 603, Seoul, Korea, 03187 
●	 Homepage	 http://www.asemduo.org
●	 E-mail 	 admin2@asemduo.org
●	 Tel	 82-2-720-6712/3
●	 Fax	 82-2-720-6715

�Please note that this information is published as of November 2017 and 
subject to change. 

Introduction
The ASEM-DUO is a fellowship-granting programme for university 
students and teachers in ASEM member countries who will engage 
in two-way educational exchanges between Asian and European 
institutions for further study, research or joint lecture. 
For this purpose, the ASEM-DUO requires that a PAIR (one from 
Asia and the other from Europe) of students or teachers enter into 
exchange. 
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Purpose
The ASEM-DUO Fellowship Programme aims to:

•	 �Promote balanced exchanges of students, teachers and professors 
between Europe and Asia

•	 �Contribute to setting up regular-basis exchange programs between 
European and Asian tertiary institutions

•	 �Establish deeper understanding between two regions
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Basic Concept
The ASEM-DUO only supports paired exchange - one from Asia/ 
one from Europe 

•	 �Balanced exchange through pairing
•	 �Continuing exchange through dealing with the international 

exchange offices under exchange agreements (95% continued 
exchanges)

One-to-One Exchange

Asia Europe
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Core Principles
Contributing members can dictate terms of exchange other than 3 
core principles

Currently, no DUO-Programmes restrict the use of the fellowship;  
it can finance the tuition, living or travel expenses. Also, as long as 
they are within the awarded academic year, the period of exchange 
and majors do not necessarily have to coincide for each pair.

• One from Asia, one from EuropePAIRING

• Students : One semester (4 months)
• Professors : One month

DURATION
UNIT

• Students : 1000~2000 Euros/pair for a month
• Professors : 1500~3000 Euros/pair for a month

FELLOWSHIP
UNIT
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Structure
�The ASEM-DUO Fellowship Programme is basically an umbrella 
programme for individual programmes to be determined by 
contributing members. However, all these programmes are governed 
by a set of Core Principles.

- Umbrella concept
- Governed by Core Principles

- Actual Fellowship Programme 
  determined by donating countries

- Individually tailored detailed criteria

ASEM-DUO FELLOWSHIP

DUO-BELGIUM
/FW

B

DUO-THAILAND

DUO-BELGIUM
/FLANDERS

DUO-SINGAPORE

DUO-SW
EDEN

DUO-KOREA

[STRUCTURE OF ASEM-DUO]
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Features of Implementation
The ASEM-DUO Fellowship is very flexible and easy to implement 

FLEXIBILITY
• No limitation to the amount of contribution
• No limitation to the duration of contribution
• Any partner countries, any field of exchange

EASINESS
• Contributors only need to set up Eligibility and Selection
• Secretariat has well-established operating procedures
• Close monitoring of exchanges
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Comparison of ASEM-DUO

Korea Singapore Thailand Sweden Belgium/
Flanders

Belgium/
Wallonia

Starting 
Year 2001 2002 2006 2010 2012 2014

Related 
Division MOE, Korea MFA, 

Singapore
OHEC, 

Thailand
UHR, 

Sweden

Flemish 
Ministry of 
Education 

and training

Wallonia-
Bruxelles 

International

Selection 
Committee

Selection 
Committee Universities Selection 

Committee
Selection 

Committee
Selection 

Committee
Selection 

Committee

Beneficiary Under/Grad Under/Grad Under/Grad Under/Grad Under/Grad Professor

Duration 1semester 1semester 1semester 1semester 1semester 1-3months

Amount
(euro)

4,000 Each 4,000 Each 1,200 for Thai, 
800 for European 3,500 Each 4,300 for Asian

3,700 for Belgian 3,000 Each
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※	 �DUO-Denmark and DUO-France are no longer in operation



Eligible ASEM Members : 
	 21 Asian Member Countries 

	�� Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Kazakhstan, Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, New Zealand, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam

	 30 European Member Countries 

	� Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
and the U.K.

Achievements 
Over the past seventeen years, there have been the exchanges of 
over 3,400 students and professors between Asia and Europe under 
the ASEM-DUO.
The supported exchanges seem to have been firmly established, 
since more than 90% of programmes continued exchange even after 
the financial support of the ASEM-DUO was terminated. 

Year DUO-
Korea

DUO-
France

DUO-
Denmark

DUO-
Singapore

DUO-
Thailand

DUO-
Sweden

DUO-
Belgium/
Flanders

DUO-
Belgium/
Wallonia

Total

2001 30 - - - - - - - 30

2002 68 92 - 36 - - - - 196

2003 94 102 48 54 - - - - 298

2004 102 82 42 36 - - - - 262

2005 112 50 - 36 - - - - 198

2006 120 96 - 36 46 - - - 298

2007 140 58 - 36 72 - - - 306

2008 88 - - 36 64 - - - 188

2009 76 - - 24 56 - - - 156

2010 90 - - 18 24 24 - - 156

2011 96 - - 18 6 26 - - 146

2012 98 - - 18 12 28 33 - 189

2013 112 - - 18 6 28 34 - 198

2014 112 - - 18 6 28 35 2 201

2015 116 - - 18 10 28 35 - 207

2016 99 - - 18 8 24 36 - 185

2017 100 - - 18 16 34 37 6 211

Total  1,653 480 90 438 326 220 210 8   3,425 
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The Number of Awardees

08. 09.

Q1.  	Who are eligible for ASEM-DUO Fellowship?

	� Students of ASEM member countries (undergraduate and 
graduate) enrolled in universities or colleges. 

	� The ASEM-DUO Secretariat is not responsible for finding partners 
or partner institutions. Applicants need to check with the 
international cooperation office or any equivalent offices in your 
institution for assistance. 

Q2.  	�How much language proficiency does ASEM-DUO require for 
selection?

 	�� There is no official language test score required for application. 
However, there is no doubt that you shall understand, read and 
write either in English or in native language of host country to 
implement exchange study. 

Q3.	 For how many months can I apply for ASEM-DUO Fellowship?

	� The ASEM-DUO Fellowship is granted in semester basis. 

FAQ 12.

※	�Detailed schedule of each programme will be posted at the homepage under 
each program 

Programme Application Submission Selection Result Announcement

DUO-Korea April-May May June

DUO-Sweden April-May May June

DUO-Belgium/
Flanders December-March April May

DUO-Belgium/
Wallonia-Brussels

February-April April May

Application & Selection   
	 Application

	 •	 �The period of call for proposal differs from one another among 
different DUO-Programmes. 

	 •	 �Individual DUO-Programmes carry different applications forms 
which can be downloaded from the homepage at 

		  http://www.asemduo.org 
	 •	 ��Depending on the programme, either professors or International 

Officers from institutions are responsible as Contact Persons in 
completing and submitting forms by the deadline.

	S election   

	 •	 �Each contributing member has its own committee to evaluate and 
select the awardees.

	 •	 �The selection is announced in approximately 6-8 weeks from the 
application deadline.

	 Announcement   

	 •	 �As soon as the result is at hand, the Secretariat will post the  
announcement on the news board in the homepage at 

		  http://www.asemduo.org
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Recommendations from the Alumni  

	� 1 semester for students is 4 months (120 days) and you can apply for 
maximum 1 semester (4 months). 

Q4. 	How many times is application for ASEM-DUO Fellowship in a year?

	 The call for each ASEM-DUO Fellowship is announced ONLY once a year.  

Q5.	 For ASEM-DUO, who select exchange projects?

 	� The Selection Committee of each Programme selects successful 
applicants. 

Q6.  	How long does the selection procedure take?

	�� Approximately in 4 to 6 weeks, the selection is completed. 
	� As soon as the selection is made, the result is announced on this website 

and the selected ones are contacted by the secretariat through e-mail.

Q7.  	Are there any restrictions in using the fellowship?

 	� There are no restrictions. It can finance tuition and living cost and so on.

myself and other cultures. Thank you for letting me fulfill my dream and for 
supporting me so I could expand my knowledge. 

	 Adam Olander (Sweden), Kristianstad University College

	� All in all, my experience abroad was incredibly great and I wouldn’t change 
anything. I am extremely grateful I could complete units abroad that will 
contribute evenly to myself as a planner in the near future. As a result, I 
recommend anyone who has the opportunity to study abroad in a country 
they are interested in to partake on such a journey and enjoy every minute 
such as I did myself. Don’t hesitate and change yourself and your future.

	 Sophie Moscardini (Australia), Curtin University

	 DUO-Belgium/Flanders 

	� It was an awesome and eye‐opening adventure. I don’t have a single regret 
going abroad. One semester might seem really long but it really is over in a 
blink of an eye. I would like to thank ASEM DUO from the bottom of my heart, 
because they made this experience possible for me. They did not only change 
my life, but that of many others as well.

	 Tobias Géron (Belgium), Gent University 

	� Thank you very much for the support of DUO-Belgium/Flanders Fellowship 
and it allows me to study in this beautiful city of Belgium. I recommend you 
have an exchange life strongly if you can get an opportunity, you will find 
everything is not difficult than imagined. Maybe you feel very nervous at first, 
but you will see your path in future more clearly and know what kind of life 
you want to get.

	 Yinan Chen (China), Jiangnan University
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	 DUO-Korea 

	� To compare my life before coming out for exchange student, there 
are many changes and differences. Just being in different country 
and culture did help me a lot to think differently and make able to 
have diverse viewpoints than before. Not only getting a fascinating 
experience, but also it is prefect time to think deeply only about 
myself. It was invaluable and memorable experience. And it was 
much more perfect with ASEMDUO fellowship program. I am very 
thankful for everything.

	 Myeong Kyo KIM (Korea), Ewha Womans University

	� My exchange period in South Korea has been a great benefit to 
my life. Living in another country will open one’s mind to new 
cultures, different ways of life and new opportunities. My time at 
the University in South Korea was tough at first, but the hard work 
is well worth while and now I feel proud that l have successfully 
finished one year of education at a foreign university and I am most 
grateful to have been chosen to be a part of this great program. 

	 Kirsty Doughty (Unite d Kingdom), University of Central Lancashire

	 DUO-Sweden  

	� I want to express my utter gratefulness and thankfulness to DUO-
Sweden for all the support through my exchange period in Hong 
Kong. Without the support from DUO-Sweden and the scholarship, 
I wouldn’t be able to explore its unique culture and nature. Mostly 
I have gained a life experience and more knowledge about 


